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bite data suggests a number of
possibilities. It could be the nets
are vitally needed since there
clearly have been sharks in those
regions. But the 63 per cent failure
rate raises fundamental questions
about their effectiveness.

‘To be fair, ets aren’t just

and




$
B PR s H L

I AGENDA

thewest -« @ The Weekend west

November 19-20, 201

people interacting. Nets were
originally used, in 1935, to cull
populations so there would be
fewer sharks and fewer shark
alarms,

In the 2008 DPI report, it was
argued that, although culling was
indiscriminate, the goal was to
kill bigger sharks to reduce the
risk of a fatal attack. And killing
sharks (and other marine species)
was one thing nets did well.

Is there an alternative?

At this point, I think it is
important to recap the central
elements,

First, shark nets were given
only tentative approval in 1935 and
were only funded in 1937 as a
precaution ahead of NSW’s
anniversary.

Second, there were no fatal
shark attacks during the three
years the nets were taken out,

And third, nets have been
deemed successful even though 63
per cent of shark attacks at
beaches in NSW have been at
netted beaches,

In all, I suggest that at key
points in the history of shark nets
the debate has proved itself to be a
story about people and politics
rather than shark behaviour.

So what do we do instead? It is
not a simple matter. Beach nets
are potential political dynamite.
Indeed, the Twitter post writes
itself: “16-yr-old killed by shark at
previously netted beach
#bloodonourhands”.

Internationally, shark nets have
been labelled a “key threatening
process” for killing endangered
species.

These days killing endangered
species to boost public confidence

or to show government action is
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not workable. To restore an
objective critigue of this emotive
issue we need a workable
alternative.

It is time for Australia to catch
up. If killing sharks is taken off
the table, then other innovative
safety options are possible. In
Cape Town, Florida, New Zealand
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net, a plan sparked by a fatal attack in 1925.

and Hawaii, shark control
methods have been replaced by
beach safety tactics.

These tactics include greater
use of signs and flags to educate
the public about marine hazards
and using tracking devices on
sharks to determine seasonal
movements. This has begun but
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could be expanded. A fundamental
question is whether shark safety
should be based on decisions that
governments make, with policies
determining our personal level of

risk in the water, or whether the

public should be educated and

informed about safety and make

its own determinations.

This analysis is not intended to

minimise the terrible
consequences from shark attacks.
svharksA do bite people and public

~ safety measures should be taken.

It is not clear, however, if the

status quo is working. The truth

‘about shark nets is also about
“truth in government”.
Government action and the

- public’s role cannot be obscured

by the dreaded nature of these
events.

The time has come for a new
public dialogue about public
education and beach safety
regarding sharks, not simply
because beach nets harm the
environment, or because there are
questions about whether they
work, but because these

70-year-old tactics mean Australia

is being left behind.

Christopher Neff is a d 2
candidate in international relations at
the University of Sydney. His PhD

focuses on the politics of shark
attacks. theconversation.edu/au

their carger écts through sp Programs,
| many students ives, the course structure is flexible for full-time

rtificate IV in Commerce

commerce

Our highly qualified and motivated staff and excellent facilitios create a vibrant learning M
or part-time students who are 17 years and above. Mature age students are spocifically catered fc

wmmmmmwmnmmy-mcumumty,muwmwmmumm oy

°xmmmMnnmyw0unmwmmy
* Have access to extra tutoring 1o succossfully
the coisrse. i

Diploma of Commerce

Wlmhmdymmml)nlvmlm g N
&memmmuwbmaprwldusagmnm
mmmmmmmmwmmmt

effectiveness of shark repe

_bopular beaches. Althou

mmwmmn;mmmumm year,

A false

sense of
security

safety and shark conservation
the use of shark nets should b

 avoided, a WA shark scientist |

warned.
- Ryan Kempster, a marine
neuroecologist at the Universt

WA, welcomed this week's
decision by the State Governn
fo invest $14 million over five
“years to find non-lethal strateg

- to reduce the threat to swimme

from sharks,

“This will set a benchmark {
other States and is a great
outcome for public safety and
shark conservation,” he said

Mr Kempster was the instiz:
of a petition against shark cull-
The petition was supported b: -
marine scientists and attractec
19,000 signatures.

Fisheries Minister Norman
Moore said this week that the
Government’s shark strateg
would include an extension of «
great white shark tagging
program, studies to look at th

the use of SMS and other
1l media alerts.

- There would be heavier fin
those disposing of blood or off

Government does not current:
support nets, a study into the

' Mr Kempster wa
gave people a fals
LS ity and there was
entific evidence to sugeest
roved public safety
P KNeLs are indiscriminat
and (can) eatch any marine |1
B dolphins, turtles
Ies, manta ray and dugons
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