
Shark discovery
an Aussie first 
The discovery of a species of shark never seen be-

fore in Australian waters could rewrite science, ac-

cording to researchers.

Shark biologist Ryan Kempster, of the University

of WA’s Oceans Institute, said two sharks were iden-

tified as mandarin dogfish after a two-year investi-

gation including DNA sequencing.

The rare sharks, a male just under a metre long

and a pregnant female about 1.2m, were caught off

Rottnest Island at a depth of 430m by local recre-

ational fisherman Steve Downs.

Mr Kempster said the species had only previous-

ly been found in waters between Indonesia and Ja-

pan and also off New Zealand.

It is not known why the sharks were found so far

from their normal habitat but the find has scien-

tists re-evaluating their understanding of the 

species, including its reproduction.

“The female shark found off Rottnest had 22 un-

born pups and is only the second ever-recorded

specimen of a pregnant female of this species,” Mr

Kempster said.

“Previously, it was thought that the maximum

number of pups for this species was 10.” 

an Aussie first 

Rare: A mandarin dogfish was caught off Rottnest.

Shark discovery

Shark discovery
an Aussie first 
The discovery of a species of shark never seen be-

fore in Australian waters could rewrite science, ac-

cording to researchers.

Shark biologist Ryan Kempster, of the University

of WA’s Oceans Institute, said two sharks were iden-

tified as mandarin dogfish after a two-year investi-

gation including DNA sequencing.

The rare sharks, a male just under a metre long

and a pregnant female about 1.2m, were caught off

Rottnest Island at a depth of 430m by local recre-

ational fisherman Steve Downs.

Mr Kempster said the species had only previous-

ly been found in waters between Indonesia and Ja-

pan and also off New Zealand.

It is not known why the sharks were found so far

from their normal habitat but the find has scien-

tists re-evaluating their understanding of the 

species, including its reproduction.

“The female shark found off Rottnest had 22 un-

born pups and is only the second ever-recorded

specimen of a pregnant female of this species,” Mr

Kempster said.

“Previously, it was thought that the maximum

number of pups for this species was 10.” 

an Aussie first 

Rare: A mandarin dogfish was caught off Rottnest.

Shark discovery

Media Monitors Client Service
Centre 1300 880 082

Copyright Agency Ltd (CAL)
licensed copy

West Australian, Perth
01 Mar 2013

General News, page 18 - 111.29 cm²
Capital City Daily - circulation 190,251 (MTWTF--)

ID 183701522 PAGE   1 of 1


